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By Eng. Ajmal Shams

After the Taliban were overthrown in November 2001, Hamzd Karzal was appumtﬂd
as the interim president of the country under the Bonn Ag;reement Evantuaiiy, he
won the presidential elections in October-2004 and hence became the first ever
elected presidenf in the country’s history. A new constitution was drafted by a team |
-of experts and subsequently ratified by the Loya Jarga (the grand assembly. of ‘elders)
after lengthy deliberations and discussions. The constitution has allowed the..
formation of ¢ olitical parties and:social organizations. These parties have to abide hy
and work within the framework of ‘the constitution. The parues are also required to
have themselves registered with Mll’llﬁll'j.-' of Justice in order. to be nfﬁmall}'
recognized ang benefit from their rights and privileges. A new wave of - democracy
and freedom at the horizons of the country has caused a party boom. $¢ far more than
80 parties have been officially recognized and even more are on the waiting list.

Many of the old parties have further split up into two or more factions. For example -

Hezb & Wahdat alone has four factions with a slight change in name. While more

parties will be formed in the future, their credibility will remain in question unless,

they present an ideology within the confines of National-Islamic character .of
Afghanistan that has the potential to remedy the socio-economic ills of the s«:u‘m:t;,r
and put the country on the path of real progress and development. People can no

longer be deceived in the name of religion and social justice. While the buzz words-of-+ | *
democracy, development, and social justice might be used by the parties to justify "

their very existence, there is very little chance to attract mass public support unless:

the parties provide a solid action plan accompanied by a supporting ideology that

could bring about a change in the status quo. The role of political parties is crucial to

strengthening democracy in the country. Although party registration per se is a |

positive measure aimed at systematizing the formation and activities of the political
parties, the way it is being implemented raises many questions as to whether the
government by making the parties register with a ministry might be trying to control
them which is undemocratic in essence. It is being argued that parties should be
overseen by an independent election commission instead of a ministry. There are also
concerns that some of the high ranking government officials who also happen to be
leaders of their own political parties might be using their office to harm their rival

parties and benefit their own party members. Furthermore the registration process

should be - simplified to avoid complications and unnecessarys curbs. While
democratizing the war-ravaged Afghanistan, which is yet to recover from a war-liké
mentalily. is a daunting and uphill task, a political courage with intelligent decisions
by the rulers can make this happen.
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